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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 

Warmest greetings to all! 

It is indeed a great pleasure to have the singular honor and privilege to 

address all member countries of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation (APF) 

through this second issue of the APF Newsletter during my term as its 

President. 

 

The 13th APF Conference held in Manila, Philippines on April 13-16, 

2008 at the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) with the 

theme, “Improving Child Survival: The Global Health Challenge,” was a  

resounding success, not   only  in   terms  of  attendance but also in the  comprehensive coverage of 

various issues and concerns that beset pediatric practice in the region. The active participation of 

representatives from the APF member countries made it truly a regional affair.  

 

Not long after, another auspicious and equally successful event for the APF, was the “Joint Singapore 

Pediatric Congress and APAPARI Meeting 2008” with the theme “Evidence-based Guidelines in Clinical 

Practice Today”, held at the Sheraton Towers, Singapore on October 4-5, 2008. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank and congratulate the Singapore Pediatric Society under the able leadership of 

A/Prof. Daniel Goh for hosting the event for the APF Executive Committee and the Council of Delegates. 

It was a most memorable, interesting and intellectually rewarding scientific forum with a bonus 

opportunity for the APF to hold an interim meeting. During this meeting, everybody agreed to undertake 

a collaborative project in the formulation of evidence-based Clinical Practice Guidelines on topics of 

common interest in the region, to make it truly relevant to our member countries. Further, it was agreed 

that Bronchial Asthma shall be the first topic to be tackled. The Study Group shall be headed by A/Prof. 

Daniel Goh, representing Singapore, with representatives from other member countries as members. I 

circularized the invitation to all, soon after, with the hope that the plan would materialize, the output of 

which can be presented in the next APF  Conference 2011 in Singapore. 

 

We hope that we will continue to promote cooperation and scientific exchange among the APF member 

countries to enhance child welfare and improve child survival in the region. We look forward to another 

exciting, equally if not more successful APF Congress 2011 in Singapore, that will mark another 

important milestone for APF. 

 

MABUHAY! 

                                                            

                     

PROFESSOR ESTRELLA B. PAJE-VILLAR, MD 

                President, APF (2008-2011) 

 

 

 

  



 

Joint Singapore Pediatric Congress & APAPARI Meeting 2008* 

“Evidence-Based Guidelines in Clinical Practice Today” 

4
th

 - 5
th

 October 2008, Sheraton Towers Singapore 

 

 
This year, with the participation of the Asia 

Pacific Association of Pediatric Allergy, 

Respiratory and Immunology (APAPARI) the 

Joint Singapore Pediatric Congress 2008 

attracted a total of 522 participants from 26 

countries. The Organizing Committee had put 

together an exciting programme focusing on 

pediatric allergy and asthma as well as covering 

a wide range of current topics in pediatric 

practice.  

 

One of the keynote speakers, Prof John O 
Warner, Head of Department of Pediatrics, 

Division of Medicine, Imperial College, 

delivered the Opening Plenary Lecture on “Early 

Life Nutrition & Diseases”. Prof John O Warner 

has been the Director of Research for the 

Women and Children’s Clinical Programme 

Group, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust 

since 2008. His research has focused on the early 

life origins of asthma and related allergic and 

respiratory disorders. He has published over 300 

papers in scientific journals on these topics. He 
is currently Editor in Chief of the Journal of 

Pediatric Allergy and Immunology and on the 

editorial board of Pediatric Pulmonology. Prof 

John Warner participated in one of the 

APAPARI Debate on “Managing pre-school 

wheezing inhaled cortico-steroids versus 

leukotrienes-pro-leukotrienes”.  

 

The Organizing Committee had also included on 

ACAAI’AAAF session on Respiratory Allergy 

Update. Speakers included Prof Michael Blaiss, 

Prof Ruby Pawankar, Prof William Dolen as 
well as Prof Linda Cox.  

 

Other foreign speakers included Prof Susan 

Prescott, Prof & Pediatric Immunologist, School 

of Pediatrics and Child Health, University of 

Western Australia, Princess Margaret Hospital, 

Perth who presented lectures on the topics of 

“The Development of Immune Tolerance in 

Early Life: Implications in Clinical Practice” and 

“Early Intervention for the Allergic Child. Prof 

Sang ll-Lee, Past President of APAPARI, 

Samsung Medical Center, Sungkyunkwan 

University School of Medicine, also updated the 

audience on “Asthma Guidelines in the Asia 

Pacific Guidelines on Early Intervention in 

Korea”. 

 

One of the other highlights of the congress was 

the delivery of the College Lectureship. This 

year, Prof Quah Thuan Chong, one of our most 

eminent clinicians and a pediatric hematologist-

oncologist from the University Children’s 

Medical Institute at NUH delivered the keynote 
lecture on “Reflections on the Practice of 

Pediatrics”.  

 

Other noteworthy sessions in this congress 

included: 

 

a. Debate sessions whereby top leaders in 

the world on various topics on 

Controversies in Pediatric Allergy. The 

focus was on treatment of asthma in 

very young children and weaning to 
semi solids in infants at risk of allergy. 

 

b. Current management consensus 

guidelines in pediatric practice eg, 

management in urinary tract infections, 

cardiac screening for the prevention of 

sudden cardiac death in young athletes, 

obesity,  lipid disorders  

 

c. Developmental and behavioral 

pediatrics – including autism and 

learning disorders 
 

d. Advances in childhood vaccination 

today 

 

e. Sleep disorders in children including 

data on practices and problems across 

the ages 

 

f. Our  nursing  colleagues  also shared on 

updates  in  clinical  practice  in  various 

areas of pediatric nursing 
 

 

* from the Singapore Pediatric Congress 

secretariat 
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THE ROLE OF EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINE 

IN CLINICAL PEDIATRIC PRACTICE 

 

 

 
During the APAPARI MEETING held October 4, 

2008, Miss Denise Phua Lay Peng, a 

distinguished Member of Parliament of Jalan 

Besar GRC was invited as keynote speaker 

expounding on a timely topic of interest focusing 

on the relevance of “evidence-based clinical 

practice guidelines”. 

 

 

Ms. Peng began her talk by narrating that 

majority of both parents and healthcare 

professionals are in a dilemma regarding 
information which may help or harm both the 

prescriber and the recipient of the prescription. 

She emphasized that due to the ingenuity of 

market think tanks, approaches which have been 

well-crafted and packaged have now made 

significant headway in the decision-making 

factors of prescribers. 

 

 

She stated that like all things, evidence-based 

medicine faces its fair share of criticisms 
especially when they are translated to clinical 

practice guidelines. The most common complaint 

is the potential of an overly rigid application of 

the practice guidelines, hence limiting the 

freedom to choose what might suit the needs and 

profile of the individual patient. There is also the 

objection that clinical trials on which these 

guidelines are based may not provide an 

adequate representation of all demographic 

groups. Nonetheless, despite these criticisms 

against EBM, many believe that if the tools of 

gathering evidence can be improved then 
limitations if any are highlighted and findings 

are presented in a balanced and non-biased 

manner. 

 

 

Unfortunately, the truth of the matter is, making 

decisions based on data or evidence is common 

sense that may not be commonly applied. The 

medical profession still abounds with 

professionals who form opinions and make 

decisions based on emotions, preferences, values, 
personal and even commercial agencies. 

 

Ms. Peng then answered the pressing question of 

what should a pediatrician do in the absence of 

evidence. She disclosed that in such instances, a 

further dose of common sense must be injected. 

Medical professionals need to acquire additional 

skills that will hone the quality of their counsel, 

namely, a set of critical thinking skills, 

questioning techniques and a mindset of humility 

needed for lifelong learning. 

 

 

The value of information technology and its 
integration into the medical profession can 

impart on the healthcare expert clarity in 

problem definition and desired outcomes, 

definition of decision-making criteria, 

assignment of importance weightage, rating of 

available options, acknowledgment of gut-feel 

that needs to be guided by a more analytical and 

critical thinking process. 

 

 

She highlighted that health care leaders and 
governments play an important role as catalysts 

in accelerating the development of the much 

needed technical infrastructure to support the 

daily practice of evidence-based medicine. They 

can spearhead the development of a user-friendly 

portal or web-based directory of treatments for 

easy retrieval by medical professionals, info-com 

agencies and ministries of health can provide 

incentives to encourage practitioners and their 

staff to use information technology to stay 

current in their knowledge base. 

 
 

In closing, Ms. Peng reiterated that in these 

modern times, healthcare practitioners face an 

increasingly educated and demanding clientele 

who themselves have great access to medical 

information. She reminded everybody that the 

only prescription that will help all of us ride 

these waves of changes in victory is a strong 

sense of information technology-enabled 

evidence-based clinical practices, critical 

thinking skills in the absence of evidence and a 
mindset of humility and the embracing of 

lifelong learning. 
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Minutes: 

 

1. Call to order  by  the  President,  Prof.  Villar  at  12:30  PM. 

 

2. Quorum   was   declared   with   majority   of   the  member   

 countries represented. 

 

3. Dr. Daniel Goh, President of Singapore Pediatric   Society 

welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the joint 

congress. Everybody introduced themselves and the country 

each one represents. 

 

4. Prof. Villar congratulated the Organizing Committee led by 

A/Prof. Goh and Prof. Lee Bee Wah for the successful 

congress and thanked them for the warm hospitality and for 

arranging the APF business meeting. 

 

5.  The minutes of the previous APF meeting held on   April 

14, 2008 at Sofitel Philippine Plaza Hotel in Manila was 

approved. 

 

6.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

 

6.1    Re APF-Abbott Fellowship program: 

 

6.1.1      Dr.   Sukman    Putra   announced   that   the    

 program  was   temporarily   stopped  due  to 

administrative changes within Abbott. He 

will conduct another negotiation however, 

the final agreement and signing of the 

memorandum of agreement will be made by 

the President and Secretary. 

 

6.1.2 Dr. Putra will request for an increase in the 

stipend of the Fellows from 

US$1000.00/month to US$1500.00/month 

for each of the three (3) Fellows. Otherwise, 

the request will be for two (2) Fellows at 

US$1500.00/month each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1.3 Previous     Fellows      were      trained      in    

     Australia,   Hongkong   and   other   ASEAN 

  countries. 

 

6.2  Re APF website: A new website will be opened 

 to   be     hooked   to  the Philippine Pediatric  Society  

website to save on cost, and perhaps with that of the 

other member countries’ website, also. 

 

6.3 Scientific activity in Vietnam might be too close for 

another APF meeting. Probably, the next activity will 

be sometime midyear, 2009. Possible  venues: 

                     Cambodia,  however   they  use   French  in  their   

                     conferences.   

Thailand, to coincide with the World Meeting   of     

Pediatric Dermatologists                             

Malaysia   –   International   Adolescent   meeting 

        

Another Vaccinology Conference similar to   . those 

conducted in Pattaya, Thailand and Bali, Indonesia 

was suggested. Dr. Putra was asked to help make 

arrangements. 

 

6.4 Re  completion   of   the   APF   history:  Prof.  Villar 

requested incumbent national delegates to talk to 

previous APF Presidents namely, Drs.Tumbeleka 

(Indonesia), Tuchinda (Thailand), John Tay 

(Singapore), and Aguila (Philippines) for the themes 

of the APF Conference and other important activities 

during their terms. 

 

6.5 Re voluntary donation of host country for the APF 

Conference: Prof. Villar reported that the Philippine 

Pediatric Society (PPS) has pledged to fund the 

making of the APF flag, the annual Newsletter and 

the APF stationary during her three (3) year term. Dr. 

Sukman said that usually  the  host  country  donates  

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

October 5, 2008 

Pearl Room, Sheraton Towers 

Singapore 

 
Attendance:  Prof. Estrella Paje-Villar, MD      President, 2008-2011 (Philippines) 

                       A/Prof. Daniel YT Goh, MD           Vice-President (President-elect) (Singapore) 

                      Jocelyn J. Yambao-Franco, MD      Secretary General (Philippines) 

                      Sukman Putra, MD                   Treasurer (Indonesia) 

         Prof. Usa Thisyakorn, MD       Thailand Pediatric Society 

         Samuel Kyaw Hla, MD                    Myanmar Pediatric Society 

        EAP Tek Chheng, MD            Cambodian Pediatric Association 

                     Hung Liang Choo, MD               Malaysia Pediatric Society 

Anne Goh, MD Singapore Pediatric Society 

Chan Mei Yoke, MD Singapore Pediatric Society 

          Khoo Pok Choo, MD        Singapore Pediatric Society 

          Quek Bin Huey, MD                        Singapore Pediatric Society 

          Tang Chien Her, MD       Singapore Pediatric Society 
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US$2500.00 or more. Prof. Thisyakorn and Prof. Goh 

reacted that the member countries may not afford  to  

donate such amount. It all depends on the proceeds 

from the Conference. Prof. Villar noted, that as per 

the Treasurer’s Report, there was no record of 

Thailand’s donation in 2005.  

 

 

6.1 All delegates were reminded to pay the APF annual 

due of US$250.00. 

 

 

7.  Plan  to  amend   the  previously  revised  2004  constitution   

    was discussed as follows: 

 

 

7.1 Include the colors of the APF seal: petals white, 

circle around sky blue, boy colored yellow, and 

letters written in black in a white background. 

 

7.2 Application  criteria   for   future   member  countries. 

 

7.3 Secretary and Treasurer as separate positions to be 

handled by two (2) individuals. 

 

7.4 Functions/responsibilities of the officers of the 

Executive Council 

 

7.5 More     specific      location     of     the     secretariat. 

 

7.6 Use  “amendment ”  instead   of    “revision”   of   the  

constitution. 

 

 

        The   draft    amendments    will    be   distributed   to   all      

        delegates   of   the   member  countries  6  months  before   

        scheduled  business meeting. 

 

 

8. Plans for the 14
th

 APF Congress in 2011 will commence 

after this joint congress. However, this early, Dr. Goh 

wants to make it a truly ASEAN meeting with better and 

bigger venue, increased number of attendees, and with the 

participation of some pediatric subspecialties (e.g. 

nephrology, cardiology). Country reports on common 

pediatric issues will be featured. The quiz contest for 

pediatric residents started in Manila will be continued 

with possibly a few changes.     

 

Date of the Congress should not be in conflict with the 

Congress of the International Society of Tropical 

Pediatrics in Thailand in October, 2011.             

  
Increase areas of collaboration among ASEAN member 

countries. Dr. Goh suggested that a Study Group be formed  

who   will   collect   data   from   their   respective 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

countries to formulate evidence-based clinical practice 

guidelines on common health problems and made to suit 

the region to improve child health care. 

 

 

It was decided that the first Study Group will focus on 

Bronchial Asthma. Prof. Goh will be heading the group 

with Drs. Madeleine Sumpaico (Philippines), Anne Goh 

(Singapore) and other identified representatives from each 

member country. This will serve as the pilot project to 

establish the process and see the problems that will be 

encountered. 

 

 

9. Another area of development in the ASEAN region as 

suggested by Dr. Goh is research.  We could provide 

research grants to uplift education and research. This 

might be a problem as the organization has limited funds. 

Each member country may have to look for the funding 

source for its own research project.  

 

 

10. There being no other matter to discuss, the meeting was 

adjourned at 2:05 PM. 
 
 

 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

 

JOCELYN J. YAMBAO-FRANCO, MD 

 Secretary General, APF  

 

 

 

Noted: 

 

 

  

        ESTRELLA PAJE-VILLAR, MD 

          President, APF 
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The ASEAN Pediatric Federation (APF) is a pediatric 

association that was founded on August 3, 1976 in 

Jakarta, Indonesia. It consists of the national pediatric 

associations of the ASEAN countries – Indonesia, 

Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand. The 

membership of APF has been expanded when the 

national pediatric societies of Vietnam and Myanmar 

were formally accepted as APF members in 2004 and 

the Cambodian Pediatric Association in 2007. According 

to the Constitution and By-Laws of APF  specifically 

Article 1, “this association is affiliated with the regional 

pediatric association called Asia Pacific Pediatric 

Association (APPA) formerly known as the Association 

of Pediatric Societies of the Southeast Asian Region 

(APPSEAR)”. The governing body of the APF consists 

of the Council of National Delegates which has to decide 

the general policies of the APF and the Executive 

Council Officers consisting of a President, Vice-

President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

In 1976, 5 pediatricians representing their respective 

national pediatric societies signed a joint declaration 

formally creating this unique regional group – Dr. 

W.A.F.J Tumbeleka from Indonesia, Dr. S.C.E. 

Abraham from Malaysia, Dr. Eustacia M. Rigor from the 

Philippines, Prof. Wong Wock Boon from Singapore 

and Prof. Prasong Tuchinda from Thailand made history 

by giving birth to what will be an organization at the 

forefront of child health care in this part of the world.  

The aims of the APF are: 

 To foster the study and dissemination of all 

aspects of pediatric knowledge, particularly in 

the region of the ASEAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To promote cooperation in scientific exchange 

among the member countries and establish 

closer personal and professional contacts among 

those interested and working in this field 

 To  organize  and  hold  an  ASEAN  Pediatric 

Federation Conference (APFC) at least every 3 

years and to promote and support such other 

activities as may be deemed necessary for the 

realization of the above aims.   

The APF has been led by distinguished pediatricians 

from the ASEAN who have been catapulted as President 

of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation, namely: 

1976-1983  Indonesia       Dr. W.A.F Tumbeleka 

1983-1986  Thailand         Dr. Prasong Tuchinda 

1986-1988  Singapore       Dr. John Tay 

1988-1990  Philippines     Dr. Felicitas S. Aguila 

1990-1992  Malaysia         Dr. Mohd Sham Kasim 

1992-1994  Indonesia        Dr. M. Hardjono 

                                           Abdoerrachman 

1994-1996 Thailand          Dr. Choompol 

   Vongprateep 

1996-1998  Philippines     Dr. Xerxes R. Navarro 

1998-2000  Singapore       Dr. Ooi Boo Chye 

2000-2002  Malaysia         Dr. W.A. Ariffin 

2002-2004   Indonesia       Dr. Jose R.L. Batubara 

2004-2007  Thailand         Dr. Praputt Siripoonya 

2008-2011  Philippines      Dr. Estrella Paje-Villar 

To further realize the aims of the association, the APF 

held   conferences  in   conjunction   with   an   important  
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scientific meeting or convention of the host country. The 

following APF Conferences were held with their 

respective themes: 

 

1
st
 APF Conference 

2
nd

 APF Conference 

3
rd

 APF Conference 

 1988  Philippines 

 “Focus on Pediatric Priorities” 

4
th
 APF Conference 

 1990  Malaysia 

 “Trauma in Children” 

5
th
 APF Conference 

6
th
 APF Conference 

 1992  Indonesia 

“The Right of the Child and Better Future for 

ASEAN Children” 

7
th
 APF Conference 

 1994  Thailand 

“Future Trends of Infectious Diseases in 

ASEAN Countries and Update in General 

Pediatrics” 

8
th
 APF Conference 

 1996  Philippines 

“Pediatric Care in ASEAN Countries: Towards 

the New Millennium” 

9
th
 APF Conference 

 1998  Singapore 

“New Frontiers in Child Health: An ASEAN 

Perspective” 

10
th
 APF Conference 

 2000  Malaysia 

“Childhood Infection: Beyond Y2K” 

11
th
 APF Conference 

 2004  Indonesia 

“Improving Adolescent Health for the Future of 

Human Resources” 

12
th
 APF Conference 

 2006  Thailand 

“Impact of Child Care on Adult Diseases” 

 

 

 

 

13
th
 APF Conference 

 2008  Philippines 

“Improving Child Survival: A Global Health 

Challenge” 

 

The APF, through the initiative of Dr. Sukman Putra of 

the Indonesian Pediatric Society, signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding with Abbott Laboratories in May 17, 

2004   starting the APF Abbott Fellowship Program. It 

provided funding primarily for salary support, deemed 

reasonable for living allowance and round trip airfare, to 

3 carefully selected applicants from APF member 

countries for a period of 6 months training in any  

Pediatric  subspecialty.   

 

The objectives of the program are: 

 To encourage the development and promotion of 

talented pediatricians from APF member country 

in the field of a certain  subspecialty  in  

Pediatrics 

 To  give  an  opportunity  to  pediatricians   from 

APF  member country to obtain their knowledge 

and  experience  in   a   certain   subspecialty   in 

Pediatric and Child  Health  in  neighboring 

country 

 To strengthen friendship between colleagues 

under the Spirit of ASEAN 

 

The program has already benefited young  graduates 

from Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia who had trained 

in Bangkok,  Hong Kong and Singapore respectively.  

However, the continuation of the program is limited by 

the number of slots available for training in a chosen 

institution and primarily, the availability of funds. 

 

The APF remains committed to raising the bar of 

excellence in the dissemination of pediatric knowledge, 

in the conduct of socially relevant pediatric researches 

and in the completion of community extension programs 

targeting the improvement of child survival in the 

region. With the collective support of all member 

pediatric societies, the achievement of this is not far 

from reach. 

 

As the APF nears its 35
th
 anniversary in 2011, it looks 

forward to almost four decades of concrete 

accomplishments that have hopefully improved the 

status and delivery of care extended to children in the 

ASEAN region. As countries influenced by almost a 

single beginning and sharing among many things the 

passion to care for the future of the world, the APF shall 

continue to be a formidable vanguard of child health and 

a strong voice of ASEAN children in the world.  
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ASEAN Pediatric Federation 

Constitution & By-Laws 

 
Article 1. Constitution & Name 
 

The National Pediatric Associations of the ASEAN 

Countries, shall constitute themselves into a federation to 

be called “The ASEAN Pediatric Federation”, to be 

affiliated with other national or regional pediatric 

associations in the membership of the Asian Pacific 

Pediatric Association (APPA), formerly called Association 

of Pediatric Societies of the South East Asian Regions 

(APSEAR).  

 

Article 2. Aims 
 

The aims of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation shall be: 

 

 To foster the study and dissemination of all aspects 

of pediatric knowledge, particularly in the region 

of ASEAN; 

 To promote cooperation in scientific exchange 

amongst the member countries; and establish 

closer personal and professional contacts amongst 

those interested and working in this field;  

 To organize and hold an ASEAN Conference at 

least every three years and to promote and support 

such other activities as may be deemed necessary 

for the realization of the above aims. 

 

Article 3. Membership 

 
The ASEAN Pediatric Federation, which was formed on 3 

August 1976 in Jakarta, Indonesia, shall be constituted by 

the national pediatric associations of the ASEAN countries 

consisting of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore 

and Thailand, existing at the present time and which give 

them signatures and accord to the present Constitution. The 

national pediatric associations of other ASEAN countries 

could be accepted as the member of the ASEAN Pediatric 

Federation.  

 

Article 4. Site of the Secretariat 

 

The Secretariat of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation shall be 

located and organized in the city of Jakarta, Indonesia for a 

period of four years. After this period, the site of the 

Secretariat shall be decided further  depending  on future 

development.  

 
Article 5.  Governing Bodies 

 

A. Council of National Delegates 

The  policies of the  ASEAN  Pediatric  Federation shall  be  

 

 

 

 

 

vested in a Council of National  Delegates consisting of one  

voting delegate from each member association. The 

Council shall meet at least at the time of each ASEAN 

conference. The functions of the Council are: 

 

 To approve the report of the President and the 

Secretary/Treasurer; 

 To determine the location of the next regional 

ASEAN Conferences; 

 To elect the President and the Vice President of the 

ASEAN Pediatric Federation; 

 To appoint the Secretary-Treasurer of the ASEAN 

Pediatric Federation; 

 To approve the budget of the ASEAN Pediatric 

Federation; 

 To plan the basic program for the next period of 

the ASEAN Pediatric Federation; 

 To revise the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

ASEAN Pediatric Federation if considered 

necessary. 

 

B. Executive Council 

The Executive Council Officers of the ASEAN Pediatric 

Federation shall consist of a President, a Vice-President 

and a Secretary-Treasurer. The Vice President is the 

President-elect, the Secretary-Treasurer shall be appointed 

by the Council of Delegates.  

 

Article 6. Conferences 

 

The Conferences of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation shall 

be held at least every three years, and shall consist of the 

following activities: 

 

 Activities in the field of science and knowledge in 

child health; 

 A Council Meeting of the National Delegates. 

 

Article 7. Voting 

 

To revise the Constitution and By-Laws, a two thirds 

majority votes in the Council meeting of the National 

Delegates is needed. A simple majority vote in the Council 

Meeting of the National Delegates shall be valid for all 

other principal matters. 

 

Article 8. Revision of Constitution and By-Laws 

 

Notice of  any  proposal to  revise the  Constitution and By-  
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Laws shall be sent to the Secretary-Treasurer not later than 

six months prior to the next Council Meeting of the 

National Delegates. Copies of this proposal shall be 

furnished to each Council member not later than three 

months prior to the Council meeting, and shall appear on 

the Agenda of the Council Meeting.  

 

Article 9. Seal of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation 

 

The design of the seal of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation, 

which was accepted by the Council Delegates, shall signify 

the meaning and philosophy of the regional cooperation in 

the field of pediatrics which can be outlined as follows: 

 

The future development of the ASEAN countries will much 

depend on the growing-up of the child in this region. For 

this reason, the problem of the growing-up should be 

overcome, and its process should be supported by the 

ASEAN member countries. 

 

The design of the seal can be described as follows: 

 

A flower with five leaves means the five ASEAN member 

countries as founder of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation; a 

child in the middle of the flower signifies the growing-up 

of the child; a circle which is formed by the lettering of the 

name of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation means a 

continuous process or cycle; the year 1976, in which the 

Federation was founded, is put at the stem of the flower. 

 

 

Article 10. Dissolution and Liquidation 

 

The decision of dissolution shall be taken only on majority 

vote of at least two-thirds of the Members: 

 

In case of dissolution, the Council shall decide on the 

disposition of the assets of the Federation, and shall elect 

persons in charge with carrying out of the liquidation.  

 

 
BY-LAWS 

 

1. Dues 
  

Dues for member associations shall be recommended by 

the Executive Council and approved by the Council.  Dues 

shall be payable in advance at the latest on 1 April of each 

year, in US Dollars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Executive  Council shall control the monetary funds of  

the Federation destined for its need and for its progress of 

activities. Funds will consist of annual dues of its members,  

subsidies, gifts, legacies, and any support made to the 

Federation, whether by its own members or by persons or 

institutions outside the Federation,  the acceptance of which 

shall be approved by the Executive Council.  

 

 

2. Conference Attendance  

 
The attendance of the Conference shall be open to any 

interested individual on payment of the registration fee.  

 

3. Meetings 

 

The Executive Council shall meet at least once between the 

Council Meetings, and other times if considered necessary 

by the President.   

 

The Council of the National Delegates shall have their 

business meeting at least at the time of each Conference of 

the ASEAN Pediatric Federation.  

 

The participants of the business meeting will consist of five 

Council Delegates representing their national associations, 

and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Federation. Out of these 

Council Meeting can be attended by one observer from 

each national association. 

 

The President of the Asian Pacific Pediatric Association 

(APPA) formerly called Association of Pediatric Societies 

of the South East Asian Region (APSSEAR) shall also be 

invited to attend the business meeting. 

 

The President of the Federation shall lead the Council 

Meeting and direct the discussions. The President shall be 

the Chairman of the Meeting. In case of absence, the Vice-

President shall be the chair of the Meeting. 

 

Decision of the Council Meeting shall be arrived by 

consensus.  

 

4. Language 

 

The official language of the ASEAN Pediatric Federation 

shall be English. 
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PROFILE OF A NEW MEMBER: 
CAMBODIAN PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION* 

 
 

The Cambodian Pediatric Association (CPA) 

was established in October 18, 1997 with the 

goal of reducing under five mortality and 

improving the general health status of 

Cambodian children. A temporary council was 

initially created to start the association activities. 

The council consists of 13 members with Prof. 

YIT Sunnara as president, Prof. THIR Kruy and 

Prof. CHOUR Y Meng as vice-presidents, and 

Prof. LAM Eng Hour as secretary.  

 

In February 25, 2003, the first CPA general 

assembly was conducted. The council of the 

association in the first mandate consists of 9 

members with Prof. YIT Sunnara as president, 

Prof. THIR Kruy as vice-President and Dr. 

SROUR Yina as secretary. 

 

The second general assembly of the association 

was conducted in April 30, 2005. The elected 

council of the second mandate consists of 9 

members with Dr. EAP Tek Chheng as 

president, Dr. CHHOR Bunna as vice-president 

and Dr. KIM Ang as secretary. 

   

The Cambodian Pediatric Association aims at 

upgrading the professional performance of 

pediatricians and promoting the capacity of 

prevention, treatment and child health care. 

 

The Association, to achieve the above goals, has 

oriented to extend communication among 

pediatricians in Cambodia by encouraging moral 

and material support for each other. It also aims 

to organize up-to-date technology and 

professional experience exchange in order to 

improve their capacity and knowledge to catch 

up and stay informed with the current trends in 

health sciences. The Association has planed to 

build relations with other pediatricians in the 

world to regularly exchange professional 

experience. 

 

The members of the association have 

progressively increased. The CPA has now 400 

members all over Cambodia, including all 

physicians working in pediatrics. 

 

Activities: 

  

- Organizing annual national pediatric 

congress, 

- Organizing continuing medical education, 

- Sending scientific documents to members in 

order to update their knowledge, 

- Developing the Newsletter of Cambodian 

Pediatric Association,  

- Becoming a member of the International 

Pediatrician Association in 2004, 

- Sending members to joint regional and 

international conferences, 

- Collaborating with Ministry of Health and 

WHO 

 

- Elaborate national guidelines, 

- Participate in the review of 

Cambodia Child  Survival Strategy, 

- Participate in the review of IMCI 

guidelines, 

- Participate in annual workshops on 

improvement of childhood illness 

management and prevention in 

reference hospitals,  

- Organize symposiums on different 

topics. 

 

 

CAMBODIAN PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION 

2007-2009 
 

   President  : Dr TY Kieng Hy 

   Vice-President  : Dr EAP Tek Chheng      

   Secretary  : Dr CHEA Dyrada       

   Vice Secretary  : Dr LORN Try Patrich  

   Treasurer  : Dr BUN Meng 

   Asst. Treasurer                : Dr SRENG CHRIN 

   Committee Members : Dr HENG Sothy 

          Dr NGORN Tech 

          Dr SOK Leang 

 

* from the CPA Secretariat. 
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CAMBODIA 

President - Dr. Ty Kieng Hy 
Cambodian Pediatric Association 
National Pediatric Hospital 
# 100, Russian Federation Boulevard 
Phnom Penh 
CAMBODIA 
Email: Cambodian_pa@yahoo.com 
Tel: +855 23 998 169  
 

INDONESIA 
 
President - Sukman T. Putra, MD 
Indonesian Pediatric Society 
Department Of Child Health 
Medical School, University Of Indonesia 
Jl. Salemba 6 
JAKARTA PUSAT 10430 
INDONESIA 
Email: ppidai@idai.or.id 
Tel: +6221 3148610  
Fax: +6221 3913982  
Website: http://www.idai.or.id 
 

MALAYSIA 

 
President – Zulkifli Ismail, MD 
Malaysian Paediatric Association 
3rd Floor (Annexe Block), National Cancer Society 
Building 
66, Jalan Raja Muda Abdul Aziz 
Kuala Lumpur 50300 
MALAYSIA 
Email: mpaeds@gmail.com 
Tel: +6032691 5379  
Fax: +6032691 3446  
Website: http://mpaweb.org.my 
 
 
MYANMAR 
 
President – Kyaw Hla, MD 
Paediatric Society Of Myanmar Medical Association 
Pediatric Section 
249, Theinbyu Road 
Mingala-Taung-Nyunt Township 
Yangon 
MYANMAR 
Email: mma.org@mptmail.net.mm 
Tel: +951278863  
Fax: +951378863  
Website: http://www.masean.org/myanmar/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
President – Genesis C. Rivera, MD 
Philippine Pediatric Society, Inc. 
52 kalayaan avenue 
Quezon City 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Email: ppsinc@pps.org.ph 
Tel: +6329266758/59  
Fax: +632 926 2381  
Website: http://www.pps.org.ph/ 
 
 
SINGAPORE 
 
President - Daniel YT Goh, MD 
Singapore Paediatric Society 
Level 12, Tower Block 
National University health System 
1E Kent Ridge Road 
Singapore 119228 
SINGAPORE 
Email: secretariat@sps.org.sg 
Tel: +65 6772 4420  
Fax: +65 6779 7486  
Website: http://www.sps.org.sg/ 
 
 
THAILAND 
 
President – Somsak Lolehka, MD 
Pediatric Society Of Thailand 
9th Floor, Royal Golden Jubilee Building 
2 Soi Soonvijai, New Petchburi Road 
Bangkapi, Huaykwang 
Bangkok 10320 
THAILAND 
Email: pediatrc@asiaaccess.net.th 
Tel: +662 716 6200 2  
Fax: +662 716 6202  
Website: http://www.pedsoc-thai.org/ 
 
 
VIETNAM 
 
President – Nguyen Thun Nhan, MD 
Vietnam Pediatric Association 
National Hospital of Pediatrics 
No 18, Alley 879 
La Thanh Road 
Dong Da District 
Hanoi 
VIETNAM 
Email: nguyen.congkhanh@yahoo.com.vn 
Tel: +84 4 3834 3176  
Fax: +84 4 3775 4448  
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APF Newsletter 
(ASEAN Pediatric Federation Newsletter) 

 
Official Publication of the  

ASEAN Pediatric Federation (APF) 

 Distributed to members of the National Pediatric Societies  

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Myanmar, 

Vietnam and Cambodia 

 

 

Jocelyn J. Yambao-Franco, MD 
Editor-in-chief 

 

Prof.  Estrella B. Paje-Villar, MD 

Edwin V. Rodriguez., MD 

Contributors 

 
Editorial Office: 

 Philippine Pediatric Society  Bldg.  

#52 Kalayaan Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City  

Philippines1101 

Tel. no: (632) 926-6758/ 926-6759 

Fax: (632) 926-2381 

E-mail: ppsinc@pps.org.ph 

 

ASEAN 

Pediatric Federation 

Congress 2011 
 

In conjunction with the Singapore Pediatric Congress and 

Singapore Pediatric Nursing Congress with the 

participation of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
 

 

TIPS: Trends, Issues, Priorities in 

Paediatrics 
 

 

April 14 – 17, 2011 

Suntec, Singapore 


